30            .DATE OF THE SEPARATE TOWERS.

cost of erection was three lakhs of rupees^
seemed about ninety feei in diameter and not
more than twenty-five feet in height. The oldest
and smallest of the five was constructed two
hundred years ago, when the Parsees first settled
in Bombay, and is now only used by the Modi
family, whose forefathers built it, and here the
bones of many kindred generations are com-
mingled. The next oldest was erected in 1756,
and the other three during the succeeding
century. A sixth tower stands quite apart from'
the others. It is square in shape and only used
for persons who have suffered death for heinous
crimes. The bones of convicted criminals
never allowed to mingle with those, of the
the community.

'But the strangest feature in these
unsightly structures, so incongruously inteirmiik^
with  graceful   cypresses   and   palms,
shrubs   and  gorgeous   flowers,  remains
described.

4 Though wholly destitute of ornament,

